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YOU'RE GOING TO LOVE YOU'RE GOING TO LOVE 
YOUR NEW WINDOWSYOUR NEW WINDOWS

MOULE PAINT AND GLASS
700 E. MAIN STREET, GRASS VALLEY • 530-273-4643700 E. MAIN STREET, GRASS VALLEY • 530-273-4643

We provide glass for:
Auto, Business, 

Residential and repair 
broken glass

CHECK 
OUT OUR 

LOW 
PRICES

“Sarah lost 30 pounds!”
“I love how I feel now! I threw out all the 
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14 Day FREE Trial!
NO RISK or OBLIGATION!

Monster Gym
555 Searls Ave  Nevada City

470-9100
www.southyubaclub.com

722 Freeman Ln  Grass Valley
272-7676

www.monstergyms.com
(In the Raley’s Shopping Center)(One Block from SPD Market)

As a trusted partner to businesses and families 

since 1990, the Meyers Investment Group has seen 

investors through many market cycles. The insight 

we’ve gained from this experience drives us as 

we strive to create great outcomes for our 

clients throughout their lives.

Call the Meyers Investment Group today, and 

put their time-tested expertise to work for you.

Matt Enright, Vice President

530-271-3000 . 888-792-9244

meyersinvestmentgroup.com

Expertise you 
can rely on.

©2011 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. Member SIPC. MC-32320.

Healthy Legs Look Good and Feel Great!
Varicose veins, leg pain and leg
swelling affect both men and
women. At Northern California
Vein & Vascular Institute, we use
state-of-the-art techniques that
are minimally invasive for individual
diagnosis and treatment. Most
procedures covered by insurance.

Northern California Vein & Vascular Institute
Michael G. Hallenbeck, MD • Robert A. Crockett, MD

530.273.1300 
300 Sierra College Drive, Suite 240 • Grass Valley • norcalvein.com

Together
we’rebetter.

Stop by and say hello or learn more at tricountiesbank.com

Grass Valley – Downtown
305 Neal Street
(530) 478-6000

Grass Valley – Brunswick Basin
709 Sutton Way
(530) 478-6000

Grass Valley In-Store
2054 Nevada City Hwy
(530) 477-9741
Located inside of Save Mart

Nevada City
305 Railroad Ave
(530) 478-6000

Penn Valley
11362 Pleasant Valley Road
(530) 478-6000

Lake of the Pines
10037 Combie Rd
(530) 478-6000

Truckee
12047 Donner Pass Road
(530) 550-3226

Auburn
905 Lincoln Way
(530) 887-7474

Auburn
789 High Street
(530) 888-8900

Each new day is an opportunity… to tap new energy, to grow, to expand our 
horizons and reach our full potential. Together, we can do just that. Citizens 
Bank of Northern California is now Tri Counties Bank—creating a stronger and 
more vibrant community. The sign out front may change, but inside the door 
you’ll find the same friendly people who know your name and understand 
your business. They’re your neighbors. And they’re still the heart of your bank. 
Together, we shine brighter. Together... we’re better.

Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender

Submitted photo

Gregory Vajda, Music in the Mountains artistic director, has a busy slate — and many miles of travel — ahead before returning to Nevada
County for Music in the Mountains’ WinterFest concert series.

BY JENNIFER DAHLGREN

Special to The Union

You might say, “now you see
him, now you don’t” about
Gregory Vajda, the globetrotting
Music in the Mountains artistic
director.

Since wrapping up the orga-
nization’s successful SummerFest
series of concerts here in Nevada
County, he has been in and out
of town several times and many
places in between.

Vajda was on hand for the
annual celebration and presenta-
tion of MIM’s Maestro Award to
Jeff Leiter in August and he was
back for the party marking the
30th anniversary of Music in the
Mountains in September. In
between he’s been back and forth
to his U.S. home in Portland, to
Alabama and to his native
Hungary.

Vajda’s travel schedule over

the coming two months will be
equally varied and challenging.
Earlier this year he was named
music director for the Huntsville
Symphony Orchestra in Alabama
and he conducted his first concert
in that role on Oct. 1. He then
immediately flew to Hungary for
a studio recording session with
the Hungarian Radio Symphony,
conducting Act 4 of Phaedra, a
contemporary opera by
Hungarian composer Gyula
Csapo.

“My engagements in
Hungary are an important part of
my year,” says Vajda. “I get to see
friends and family while getting a
‘refill’ of my country’s rich musi-
cal culture.”

In November, Vajda will be
back in Portland with the
Oregon Symphony for an
evening with Herbie Hancock
playing Gershwin and later in the
month conducting the von Trapp

Family Christmas concert.
November will also find Vajda in
Ohio with the Toledo Symphony,
conducting two performances of
Rachmaninoffpiano concerti with
the renowned Russian-American
pianist, Kirill Gerstein.

He will also travel back to
Huntsville to conduct his second
major concert with that orchestra,

“Symphonic Serenades,” and will
attend a major fundraising event
for this organization, the annual
Debutante Ball.

“My engagements in the
United States have primarily
been in the northern tier of states
and I am looking forward to
experiencing this debutante tradi-
tion, widely celebrated in the
South,” he said.

Finally, before returning to
Nevada County for Music in the

Mountains’ WinterFest concert
series, Vajda will travel back to
Hungary again for another
engagement with the Hungarian
Radio Symphony in Budapest,
which will feature Franz Liszt’s
Piano Concerto No. 2. Vajda
conducted this work here in June
with visiting pianist James Dick.

“I really look forward to
returning to Nevada County for
holiday celebrations,” Vajda said.
“The Music in the Mountains
organization is filled with great
people who have just rallied to
present an incredibly successful
year of music. It will be good to
see my many good friends.”

“One of the things we enjoy
is the worldwide experience that
Gregory brings to our communi-
ty,” explained Sherry Bartolucci,
president of Music in the
Mountains. “Every time he
returns he has new ideas to
share.”

MIM director adds 
new conducting venues

Read more at

BY MATTHEW RENDA

Staff Writer 

A Nevada County nonprof-
it dedicated to improving public
and private foster care received a
grant that will help advance its
mission.

Mission Focused Solutions
of Grass Valley received a
$25,000 grant from the Sierra
Health Foundation, a
Sacramento-based private phi-
lanthropy organization that
promotes improved health and
quality of life for people in
Northern California, said MFS
Executive Director Gail Johnson
Vaughan.

“We will be working closely
with licensed private and public
family agencies in Placer and
Nevada Counties to help recruit
families so that foster children
can achieve permanent families,”
Vaughan said Friday.

For instance, if a child is
separated from his or her parents
due to drug abuse, those parents
would be able to use services that
render them fit for parental
duties, Vaughan said.

In the meantime, Vaughan
would like to see affected chil-
dren paired with foster families

that can offer them a permanent
home.

That would allow foster
children to stay in one home,
rather than living as nomads —
which children can experience in
the current system’s configura-
tion.

“The foster care system
needs tremendous change in the
methodologies that it uses,”
Vaughan said. “We need to
rethink a new way of recruiting
and supporting foster families.

“We will be using the grant
money to work with six agencies
in Placer and Nevada counties to
help children achieve perma-
nence early on in the process.”

If a child’s parents are not
able to return to parenting, the
ideal foster family already would
be in a position to adopt,
Vaughan said.

Sierra Health Foundation
awarded a total of nearly
$572,000 to support projects in
the second 2011 funding cycle.

Since launching the pro-
gram in 2008, SHF has
distributed more than $4 million
to support about 166 programs
and projects.
To contact Staff Writer Matthew Renda,
e-mail mrenda@theunion.com or call 530-
477-4239.

$25K grant to
benefit region’s
foster children

An eclectic collection of
almost new and used items will
be on sale at the Divine Spark
Benefit Sale in Nevada City Oct.
29-30.

Divine Spark is a nonprofit
organization that helps feed
homeless people through its out-
reach program. Currently Divine
Spark is providing food vouchers
to homeless people.

“We have more than 200

people we’re helping right now,”
said Divine Spark founder
Thomas Streicher. “We’re more
active than ever.”

The sale will be held in a
parking lot 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
each day of the two-day event at
308 Main St.

Visit the website
www.divinespark.us for informa-
tion.

— The Union staff

Divine Spark sale coming up


