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Best Sellers

HARDCOVER FICTION
1. THE SIXTH MAN

by David Baldacci
2. THE LAND OF THE 

PAINTED CAVES
by Jean M. Auel

3. BEL AIR DEAD
by Stuart Woods

5. A TURN IN THE ROAD
by Debbie Macomber

4. THE FIFTH WITNESS
by Michael Connelly

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. BOSSYPANTS

by Tina Fey
2. UNBROKEN

by Laura Hillenbrand
3. STORIES I ONLY TELL

MY FRIENDS
by Rob Lowe

4. KABOOM!
by Darell Hammond

5. LIBERTY DEFINED
by Ron Paul

PAPERBACK TRADE FICTION
1. WATER FOR ELEPHANTS

by Sara Gruen
2. THE HELP

by Kathryn Stockett
3. A VISIT FROM THE 

GOON SQUAD
by Jennifer Egan

4. THE 9TH JUDGMENT
by James Patterson and
Maxine Paetro

5. CUTTING FOR STONE
by Abraham Verghese

PAPERBACK MASS-MARKET
FICTION
1. WATER FOR ELEPHANTS 

by Sara Gruen
2. SAVAGE NATURE

by Christine Feehan
3. WORTH DYING FOR

by Lee Child
4. THE SEARCH

by Nora Roberts
5. MOONLIGHT COVE

by Sherryl Woods
PAPERBACK NONFICTION
1. HEAVEN IS FOR REAL

by Todd Burpo with
Lynn Vincent

2. THE IMMORTAL LIFE OF 
HENRIETTA LACKS
by Rebecca Skloot

3. BORN TO RUN
by Christopher McDougall

4. THE INTERNET IS A 
PLAYGROUND
by David Thorne

5. INSIDE OF A DOG
by Alexandra Horowitz

New York Times

TOP 5 AT A GLANCE

music

By Charles Atthill
Special to Prospector

MIM’s SpringFest returned

to its roots at St. Joseph’s

Cultural Center, where MIM

began 30 years ago. But the pro-

gram was a far cry from the

Mozart, Bach, Beethoven, and

Barber of 1981.The two con-

certs broke new ground, with

jazz as a link; a jazz-harp recital,

and a chamber concert of twen-

tieth-century works, filled with

jazz rhythms and influences.

Just when we thought we

knew jazz, along comes harpist

Motoshi Kosako, bassist Bill

Douglass, and drummer Daryl

Van Druff to unfold a fascinat-

ing new jazz vista.

“We are used to the harp

played by a beautiful young lady

with long blond hair,” said

Kosako, “and you get me, a

Japanese man.”

His program, mainly original

compositions, included a Bill

Evans-inspired waltz; funky

blues; and oriental-tinged pieces

featuring Bill Douglass on

Chinese bamboo flute, foil to

the harp’s gentleness. Less gen-

tle were Living River, the harp’s

subtlety effectively off-set by

Van Druff ’s brushes, and some

“wild stuff ” in China Road.

Kosako’s sensitivity was as evi-

dent as his technical skill,

including difficult-to-play chro-

matic scales.

“It ought to be easy,” said

Douglass. “He’s got 51 strings;

I’ve only got four.”

A Place in the Heart con-

jured a magical landscape;

Amazing Grace, dedicated to

Japanese tsunami-victims,

grounded us.

The second concert featured

MIM principals, on sparkling

form, with Gregory Vajda con-

ducting and playing clarinet, in

works by Stravinsky, Prokofiev,

Janacek and Martinu.

Stravinsky’s 1918 The

Soldier’s Tale alone was worth

the admission price. A moral

tale (If you have something,

don’t give it up in the hopes of

getting it all: You may end up

with nothing), Soldier was per-

formed by seven instrumental-

ists (musicians were scarce in

1918 Europe) and a narrator.

Bob Rossman’s narration

delightfully captured the spirit.

His characterizations were

engaging: The devil, in disguise,

entices the soldier into giving

up his violin, his soul, in return

for the promise of fortune and

the princess. Yes, the soldier

loses it all.

The luminous ensemble

included Scott Macomber’s

brilliant trumpet, Scott Ney’s

virtuosic percussion, Don

Benham’s circus-like trombone,

and a devilish Robin Mayforth

for the diabolical violin part. In

1918 Stravinsky, master of

rhythmic complexity, had never

heard jazz; he had only seen it

written. Yet his sound-scape is

jazz-like, exotic, and witty.

Maestro Vajda wove the strands

of the intricate score with relish.

By 1927 when Martinu

wrote his jazz ballet Kitchen

Review, jazz was established. It’s

a fun romp through dance and

jazz forms, vividly played by a

six-instrument ensemble, with

Macomber’s whining muted

trumpet recalling another age,

and Brenda Tom’s piano spot

on. Paul Whiteman anyone?

The opener, Prokofiev’s

Overture on Hebrew Themes,

was commissioned by New

York Jewish musicians. Who

knew MIM musicians had such

klezmer inclinations?

Janacek’s 1924 four move-

ment wind sextet Mladi,

“Youth,”written when he was

70, is a nostalgic recollection of

his childhood and youth.

Cheery and bright, Mladi

looked as much fun to play as to

listen to.

Charles Atthill lives in Alta
Sierra. He is practicing his
Charleston.

MIM SpringFest:
Back to its roots yet
breaking new ground

Photo by Chris Wakefield.

Janet Sims, viola, and Gregory Vajda, clarinet, played in Music in the Mountain's
SpringFest concert on April 17.

Special to Prospector
"Discovering  The Impossible

Girl was thrilling ..."  
— Rosanne Cash, musician

The North Columbia

Schoolhouse Cultural

Center presents Kim

Boekbinder live in concert on

Saturday.

Kim Boekbinder is The

Impossible Girl; a performer,

composer, musician, and visual

artist who defies genre. She has

traveled the world, stealing

hearts and changing paradigms

with her indelible live perform-

ance and her unforgettable

music. A native of Nevada

County, formerly of the band

Vermillion Lies, this concert is a

homecoming for Boekbinder.

Whether backed by a band or

alone on stage, the power of her

performance is palpable, its

strength being its outright fear-

lessness, not only to be big, but

also to be very small, to mirror

the loves, and hopes, and fears of

the audience; a relentless

earnestness that disarms and

works its magic until you forget

where you are for just long

enough to be caught in the

moment that The Impossible

Girl brings.

Her voice is one of heart-

breaking honesty and stunning

clarity.There is no auto-tuning

at work here. What you hear is

what you get – the transcendent

sound of a human voice. The

doors open at 7:30 p.m.
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Kim Boekbinder is The Impossible Girl.

Kim Boekbinder is the Impossible Girl

What: Kim Boekbinder
When: 8 p.m. Saturday, May 14
Where: North Columbia

Schoolhouse Cultural
Center, 17894 Tyler
Foote Road, Nevada City

Tickets: $13 in advance and for
members, available at
BriarPatch and Mother
Trucker's; $15 at the
door

Info: Call (530) 265-2826 or
visit www.northcolumbi-
aschoolhouse.org
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