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$4.95 Plants
Must Be Sold!

Wolf Mtn Christmas Trees & Nursery
18251 Retrac Way, Grass Valley

(from Hwy 49, turn at Lime Kiln, go 1/2 mile)
Open:  Sat 9:00-5:30

OPEN 
this Saturday 

only 9-5:30

We are overstocked with plants. Lots of 
spring color; choose from pink, purple, red, yellow & 
white. Butterfly Bush, Forsythia, Dogwoods, 6 different 
Spiraea, 6 different Flowering Wiegela, Japanese 
Maples, Redwoods and much more. 1 gal. size.

FreeFree Cut  && Style
with purchase of any 

Color ($40 Value)
Rechelle Estes
at Essential Salon
263-8538
Fully Licensed Cosmetologist, 
Specializing in 
Paul Mitchell Color

151 W. McKnight Way, Suite J,
in the K-Mart Shopping Center

your running vehicles, boats & RV’s

Hospice Gift & Thrift
Nevada City: (530) 265-6500 Penn Valley: (530) 432-7600

DONATE

Vehicles accepted at 
Nevada City store only.

BECOME A 
VOLUNTEER
Call us for more info

We offer 

FREE PICK UP 
of saleable furniture!

No One Knows the Country
Like We Do...

Lic 09134015Lic 09134015

Laura Berman Laura Berman
226 Mill St., Grass Valley226 Mill St., Grass Valley
530-273-3900530-273-3900
Laura@horsepropertyrealtor.comLaura@horsepropertyrealtor.com
www.gvrealestate.comwww.gvrealestate.com

Town & Town &
Country Country
RealtyRealty

Wells Fargo
Insurance Services USA, Inc.

(530) 273-7213
CA DOI Lic# 0D08408Shari Brighting

• Life
• Individual Health
• Medicare Supplement
131 Mill Street
Grass Valley, CA 95945

FOSTER & SON TRUCKING
265-2153

780 Whispering Pines Lane • Grass Valley

• Performance 
Fittings

• Hydraulic Hose & Fittings

477-7531

• Sand
• Gravel

• Dump Trucks

• Landscape
Materials

Featuring  Dayco Products

SERVING: MEADOW VISTA, APPLEGATE, WEIMAR, COLFAX, CHICAGO PARK, PEARDALE, GOLD RUN, DUTCH FLAT AND ALTA

FOOTHILL DIRECTGreat People Connecting Communities

EXTEND 
YOUR REACH

10,00010,000 

Market to

MEADOW VISTA, APPLEGATE, WEIMAR,
COLFAX, CHICAGO PARK, PEARDALE,
GOLD RUN, DUTCH FLAT AND ALTA

Households

GROW YOUR BUSINESS

DIRECT MAILED

BE IN OUR NEXT ISSUE
CALL YOUR SALES REP TODAY FOR DETAILS

OR (530) 477-4241

James R. Anderson
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Divorce • Custody • Mediation
• Collabrative Law

Certifi ed Family Law Specialist
State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization

~32 years experience in Nevada City~ 
230 Main St., Nevada City

530-265-9479

BY JENNIFER DAHLGREN
Special to The Union

Music in the Moun-
tains’ artistic director
Gregory Vajda  will

be a familiar face around town
from mid-June to mid-July,
when he will be here to lead
SummerFest 2011, the organiza-
tion’s 30th anniversary season.

It's been just a few short
months since he brought us the
sell-out SpringFest concert series
and as usual he's had some inter-
esting travels and
accomplishments in between.

Most recently, Vajda (pron.
Voy-da) was appointed Music
Director (the top artistic posi-
tion) of the Huntsville
Symphony Orchestra, a presti-
gious advancement in his career.
This gives Vajda the two main
foundations of his conducting
year.

“It’s a perfect balance — the
seasonal festivals in Nevada
County with MIM and the
ongoing orchestra series,” he
explains.

Vajda has made two recent
trips back to Hungary to visit
friends and family. While there,
he conducted the musical group,
Ensemble UMZE, in a concert
broadcast live by Hungarian
Radio. “We did some new music
and the amazing 20th century
classic, ‘Chamber Concerto for
Violin, Piano and 13 Winds’ by
Alban Berg,” Vajda commented.

Vajda has also been doing
some composing in his spare
time, writing “Csardas Obstine,”
an homage to Franz Liszt, for
piano and orchestra. In classical

music circles throughout the
world, 2010 and 2011 have been
designated “Liszt Years,’ and
many orchestras are featuring his
works. The West Coast premier
for this piece will be in the June
26 “Orchestra Masterworks”
concert in the MIM Summer-
Fest.

“I wanted to give a very spe-
cial gift to MIM for its 30th
Birthday,” says Vajda. “I wanted
to write a piece that captures the
‘Hungarian spirit’ — the picture
of how I see Hungarians after all
these years living abroad. It is a
very groovy and energetic, some-
times weird and definitely very

virtuosic piece of music.’
A few days before he returns

to our area Vajda will conduct at
the International Festival Insti-
tute in Round Top, Texas with
renowned pianist James Dick,
who will also be coming to Neva-
da County for the June 26
concert.

“I can't wait to get back to
the Nevada City/Grass Valley
area," Vajda said. "(Music in the
Mountains) is such a strong,
high-energy organization, it’s
really unique in the entire coun-
try for a small community to
produce these high-caliber festi-
vals.

“We have planned a great
series of concerts for this sum-
mer,” he continues. “One of the
highlights will be Cirque de la
Symphonie, where I will have
performers flying over my head
and even working me into a
magic act. When I performed
with Cirque de la Symphonie
and the Seattle Symphony last
season we sold out five houses.
You have never seen anything
like this here.

"We are also playing
Beethoven’s 5th Symphony for
the first time in MIM’s history,
which will be a fantastic summer
treat for everyone."

Artistic director brings
a birthday gift for MIM

Submitted photo

Gregory Vajda, right, has been hired by the Huntsville Symphony Orchestra in Hunstville, Ala. as music
director and conductor. He plans to also continue his role as artistic director with Music in the Mountains.

BY KYLE MAGIN
Staff Writer

A bequest left to Nevada
County may help to pay the first
year of costs at North San Juan’s
newly-formed Oak Tree Parks
District.

The district, formed in the
November 2010 election, uses
tax money collected in North
San Juan to pay for the park,
which extends south from the
Middle Fork of the Yuba River.
But tax money to fund projects
and operations at the park won’t
be available until January 2013,
because tax money won’t be col-
lected for the first time until
December 2012.

Officials have been looking
for ways to bridge the gap
between now and then.

On Tuesday, Nevada
County’s Board of Supervisors
meet and are being asked by
District 4 Supervisor Hank
Weston to give the district about
$57,000 from a bequest left to
the county by Dryden Wilson, a
PG&E carpenter from Auburn

who left the county $887,738 in
2002.

Previous boards allocated
most of the bequest between
2002 and 2003, but some mon-
ey was left in the account after a
previous park in North San Juan
could not get off the ground.

Weston’s idea is to allocate
the rest of the bequest — left to
the county to benefit open space
— to the Oak Tree park district.

“We’re very comfortable
with giving the money to them,”
Weston said.

Funding from the bequest
would go to fund operations and
projects at the park, said Pete
Milano, Clerk of the Board for
the Oak Tree district in a letter
to Supervisors.

The Board meets at 9 a.m.
Tuesday at the Eric W. Rood
Administrative Building on 950
Maidu Ave. in Nevada City.
Visit www.TheUnion.com to
view a copy of the agenda,
which will be attached to this
story.
To contact Staff Writer Kyle Magin, e-mail
kmagin@theunion.com or call (530) 477-
4239. 

Bequest may
be used to fund
Park District

SUBMITTED TO THE UNION

Aresidential recovery home for
women and women with children is
celebrating 10 years of service to the

western Nevada County community.
Hope House is a place where women

and moms with their children begin the
recovery journey that moves life in a positive
direction. More than 300 women and many
of their children have healed at Hope House
over the last decade.

Spring 2011 marks 10 years since the
doors of this beautiful Victorian home
opened as Hope House, a residential alcohol
and drug recovery program for women and
women with children operated by Commu-
nity Recovery Resources (CoRR).

Supported by caring, professional staff
and each other, women engage in therapy and
counseling as they build a foundation for a
healthy life in recovery.

A holistic approach to the treatment of
addictions and behavioral health means com-
bining medical and mental health services
with traditional 12 Step and therapeutic serv-
ices to treat the whole person. Healthy
lifestyle opportunities include exercise, nutri-
tious meal preparation, tobacco cessation and
parenting classes.

With a strong emphasis on family, Hope
House helps families stay together and chil-

dren can live with their mothers in the safe
and supportive environment.

Children are provided services, too,
including quality childcare while moms are in
recovery, safe and fun play areas, and profes-
sional therapy.

A dynamic family program is part of
treatment to enhance recovery and extend
healing to the family.

“Hope House is a safe place where you
feel supported, and that helps women have
the courage to change their lives and be suc-
cessful in long-term recovery” said one
alumna.

Individual donors and volunteers, local
service clubs like Soroptimist of Grass Valley,
49er Rotary, as well as United Way of Neva-
da County and First 5, support Hope House.

Hope House celebrates 10 years of healing 

Submitted photo

Hope House, on Bennett Street in Grass Valley, is a place where women can receive treatment
for substance dependence and their children can live with them and receive support services.
The program is celebrating 10 years of service to the community.

THE UNION STAFF

The California Department
of Transportation (Caltrans) is
advising motorists and local resi-
dents that work has begun on the
$29 million Highway 49/La Barr
Meadows Project, just south of
Grass Valley.

The project will widen a 1.5
mile section of the highway
between Little Valley Road and
Norambagua Way from two lanes
to a four-lane highway, with new
concrete safety barriers.

In addition, a new traffic sig-
nal will be added at La Barr
Meadows Road, making it easier
and safer for local residents to
access the highway.

Funding for the project
includes $7.6 million in voter-
approved Proposition 1B funds
and $2 million from American
Recovery Reinvestment Act.
Completion of the project is
expected by the end of 2012.

The project’s prime contrac-
tor, De Silva Gates Construction,
will be performing various types of
work in the upcoming month
including: the removal of trees and
stumps, the placement of tempo-
rary concrete barrier adjacent to the
construction area for safety, instal-
lation of drainage culverts and
temporary signs.

Excavation of the new road-
way alignment will begin, with the
northbound traffic transitioning

into one lane, just north of Alta
Sierra. There will be breaks in the
temporary concrete barrier to allow
access for local residents.

LONG-TERM PROJECTS
Interstate 80 Donner Rest Areas —

Work is in progress to replace both rest
areas. When this $3.4 million project is
complete, the facilities and parking will
be upgraded to meet the demands of the
more than three million annual visitors
and will be compliant with the Americans
with Disabilities Act standards. Work is
expected to be completed on the west-
bound rest area by mid-summer 2011.
Expected completion for the eastbound
rest area is late fall 2011.

June 12–18
State Highway 49 (Nevada County)

— from Pingree Road to Cornette Way:
Motorists can expect one-way traffic
control and up to 10 minute delays from
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. Sunday through Thurs-
day. A contractor is scheduled for
electrical work.

Interstate 80 (Placer and Nevada
counties) from Carpenter Flat to Hamp-
shire Rock: Work continues on the $167
million Emigrant Gap project on Inter-
state 80. Work includes total roadway
replacement with Portland Cement Con-
crete, improving the drainage systems
and installing new sediment/debris col-
lection systems.

Interstate 80 (Nevada County) east-
bound on-ramp at Castle Peak and
eastbound off-ramp to Donner Lake:
Both ramps will be closed through Octo-
ber 14 due to construction.

Interstate 80 (Nevada/Sierra coun-
ties) Eastbound from Truckee River
Bridge to State Line: Work has begun on
a $1.7 million concrete barrier project,
along Interstate 80, east of Truckee. The
project will replace existing guardrail with
permanent concrete barrier at seven
locations. Work on the project will be
completed by June 30.

Work underway on
Hwy. 49 safety project


