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COMMUNITY 

FOOTHILL FLOWERS
PICK THE BEST

DOWNTOWN GRASS VALLEY • 530.273.2296
WWW.FOOTHILLFLOWERS.COM

45 years
1966-2011

THE JOHNSON FAMILY

Lic. FD1588 CR 109

Chapel of the Angels 
Mortuary & Crematory
250 Race St., Grass Valley
www.chapeloftheangels.com

"Service from our heart"

Call for a FREE Planning Packet (530)273-2446

Pre-planning 
gives you peace of mind

Complete Service Funeral Home & Crematory Locally Owned
In-Home Appointments Available Available 24 Hours A Day

Servicing All Local Cemeteries Family Operated
WE ARE NOW MANUFACTURING GRAVE MARKERS & MEMORIALS

459 HOLLOW WAY, NEVADA CITY · 530-265-2429

St. Ins. Lic. #A099997 · Lic. FD411 · CR142

Andy Owens, General Manager
FDR #193

Kay Lott Baker, Owner
FDR #2228

www.hooperandweavermortuary.com

Thoughtfulness.
We've built our reputation on it.

Let us help you when 
you need it the most.
• Locally Owned & Operated Since 1941
• Cemetery Property, Niche & Crypt Sales
• On-Site Cremation Services
• Monument Sales & Showroom
• Large Chapel with Video Memorials
• Reception Facilities

MORTUARY & CREMATORY

In-Home Pre-Need 
Appointments Available

Q. What is the diff erence be-
tween a Medicare Advantage
HMO and PPO plan.

A. Very simply,  both HMO
and PPO plans have a pro-
vider network.  However,  in
an HMO plan, you must stay
within the provider network
and have a referral from your
primary care physician to see
a specialist.  Also, the special-
ist must be in the same medi-
cal group.  Only under certain
conditions can you go out of
the medical group.  In a PPO,
you do not need a referral to see
a specialist and you can use any
doctor that is in or out of the
provider network.  However,
if you use an out-of-network
doctor, you will probably have
to pay a higher co-pay.  If you
use a doctor out-of-network in
an HMO, you will be respon-
sible for all medical costs.  Ad-
ditionally, be sure to check out
the hospitals that accept your
HMO or PPO plan.  " ey can
be very different.  In 2011, all
HMO or PPO plans will have
a new out of pocket maximum
which will limit the amount of
health care costs that you are re-
sponsible for.  "at amount can
vary from $3,300 to a maxi-
mum of $6,700.  Unless you are
becoming eligible for Medicare,
you will have to wait until the
end of the year to sign up for a
Medicare Advantage plan.

You can contact Dan at
(530) 272-1007 or 913-7447.

Associated with
Van Berg Senior Ins. Services

CA Lic. #0A99958

Medicare 
Minute

with Dan Miller

530-477-5712
653 Maltman Dr., GV

www.foothillcarcare.com

Your Local
Subaru Specialist
Excellence
in automotive repair.

SandraStanley
TheAttorneyWithAHeart

2059 Nevada City Hwy., Suite 106, GrassValley
(530) 272-4010 www.TheAttorneyWithAHeart.com

FREE CONSULTATION
DIVORCE • CUSTODY • GUARDIANSHIP

to promote, foster,  and maintain HIGH STANDARDS in construction ...

CONTRACTORS’
NEVADA COUNTY

NCCA ASSOCIATION
 M E M B E R S H I P  D I R E C T O R Y

• All members receive a FREE listing in the directory .. a great 
way to affirm your excellent reputation!

• Valuable tool for any homeowner looking for general 
contractors, sub-contractors, building materials suppliers 
or other related construction industry businesses

www.THEUNION.com
Great People Connecting Communities

To become a NCCA member call:
(530) 274-1919

You must be a member of NCCA to advertise. 

   2010 Contractors’ Directory    1

CONTRACTORS’NEVADA COUNTY

NCCA
ASSOCIATION
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PUBLISHED BY

www.THEUNION.com

Great People Connecting Communities

ADVERTISING DEADLINE: February 23
PUBLISHES IN THE UNION: March 18

Expose your business to 
more than 40,000 area homeowners with 
insertion in The Union and direct-mailed

WE WANT YOU
IN THE 2011 NCCA MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

Call The Union today to reserve your ad space 
and get the most out of your membership. 

Call (530) 477-4241 today!

Chuck Holding

•  Residential & Commercial
•  Hazardous Tree & 

Limb Removal
•  Ornamental Pruning
•   Storm Damage Recovery
•   24 Hour Emergency

Serving Nevada County Since 1989

SCL #812457 
Fully Insured
Owner Curtis Roberts 

•  Lot & View Enhancement
•  Property Maintenance
•  Lot Clearing
•  Light Hauling
•  Felling • Chipping
•  Stump Grinding

Handling All Tree Care Needs

Roberts Tree Care
(530) 274-8966

FREE
Estimates

In Memory of
Alexander L. Johnson

Aug. 1988 ~ Feb. 2010

You are in our 
hearts always 
and forever.

Love,
Dad, Libby,

Mom, Ken, Heidi,
Ashli, Sophi and 

Little Alex

!

LOTTERY

SUPER LOTTO
PLUS 
Feb. 5: 7, 9, 12, 34, 44
Meganumber: 2
Jackpot currently:

$12 million

DAILY 3
Feb. 6:
Afternoon: 1, 6, 9
Evening: 8, 1, 1

DAILY 4
Feb. 6: 8, 2, 1, 0

FANTASY 5
Feb. 6: 7, 10, 29, 34, 38

MEGA MILLIONS
Feb. 4: 6, 20, 29, 48, 55
Mega Ball: 6
Jackpot currently:

$19 million

DAILY DERBY
Feb. 6:
1st: 7 Eureka
2nd: 2 Lucky Star
3rd: 10 Solid Gold
Race Time: 1:40.88

www.calottery.com

Editor’s Note: This is the sec-
ond installment of the feature
“Where in the World is Gregory?”

BY JENNIFER DAHLGREN
Special to The Union

Many area concert fans had
the pleasure of meeting Gregory
Vajda (pronounced Voy-da)
during Music in the Mountains’
WinterFest.

The organization’s artistic
director wrapped up here on
Dec. 15 and has since conducted
concerts in Portland, Ore.;
Huntsville, Ala.; and
Edmonton, Alberta — and vis-
ited native Hungary in between.

“Conductors live in air-
ports; it’s our way of life,” Vajda
said. “But it’s a lot easier now
than in Franz Liszt’s day, for
example. He had to journey to
the U.S. by ship and then travel
around by horse-drawn car-
riage.”

Vajda reports that the high-
lights of the MIM WinterFest
for him included the concert
with guest pianist Andrew
Armstrong and “Home for the

Holidays,” where he performed
on clarinet with Ryan Murray,
MIM’s choral conductor, on
bassoon.

“We hosted an informal
‘talkback’ session immediately
after the Sunday Serenade con-
cert with Andrew Armstrong,”
said Vajda.

“About 75 percent of the
audience stayed and there were
many good questions and lots of
laughter. Holiday events are
great for getting to know people
better. I had a lot of fun joining
the MIM Festival Chorale for
an after-concert party.”

Vajda headed immediately
to Portland, his current home
base, to rehearse the Oregon
Symphony Orchestra and the
Pacific Youth Choir for the
“Comfort and Joy” concert on
Dec. 23.

“This is a really fun annual
event,” said Vajda. “Our
Portland audience loves
Christmas music and light clas-
sics. I suspect they get shopping
done early so they can come to
the performance. For the second
year in a row we had several

hundred employees from the
Northwest’s Burgerville chain
and their families attending.
Not only do they like music, but
their burger is pretty awesome,
too.”

Then it was off to his native
Hungary to enjoy the holidays
with family and friends. The
first week of January he returned
to North America for a guest-
conducting week in Edmonton,
Alberta. He conducted the
Edmonton Symphony
Orchestra in the glittering
Second Piano Concerto of
Camille Saint-Saens with
pianist Katherine Chi, Dvorak’s
“Symphony Number 6” and
“Canadian Fantasy” by
Coulthard.

But Alberta in January?  

“I don’t know why they
always ask me in January,” Vajda
says. “The day before the con-
cert the scariest snowstorm I
have ever seen happened. It’s
good that they are used to
weather like this and got the air-
port runways in order pretty
fast. Or else I’d be still there.”

After filling in for a concert
with the Huntsville Symphony
in Alabama, Gregory is now
back in Portland. Oregon
Symphony’s next concert will be
Valentine’s Day, with legendary
singer Johnny Mathis.

Later in the month, the
symphony will perform a piece
written by Vajda himself —
“DUEVOE for Orchestra” —
along with Barber’s “Violin
Concerto,” Bartok’s “Rhapsody
No. 1” with Jennifer Koh on vio-
lin and Dvorak’s “Symphony
No. 7.”

Before returning here for
Music in the Mountains’ April
SpringFest, Vajda will be con-
ducting the Symphony Silicon
Valley in March in Brahms’
famous “Haydn Variations” and
“German Requiem.”

MIM artistic director jets around after WinterFest
WHERE IN THE WORLD IS GREGORY?

Gregory Vajda

Photo for The Union by John Hart

Cub Scouts Pack 23 of Nevada City held its Pinewood Derby recently at Deer Creek School. Boys
with the fastest cars are, from left, Cole Retzler, fifth place; Jared Dreher, fourth place; Steven
Person, first place; Ian Taylor, third place; and Randy Westergren, second place.

Pinewood Derby

Stroll & Roll heading to fairgrounds
Are you interested in being

part of a walk club in Grass
Valley? If you’re a senior or a per-
son with a disability, Stroll and
Roll Grass Valley invites you to
come to Gate One at the fair-
grounds at 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb.
12, where the four Stroll and Roll
clubs will meet for a “mega-walk.”

People of any ability level are
welcome. Clubs meet in the West
Main, Sutton Way and Morgan
Ranch areas weekly. Stroll and
Roll is free, thanks to a grant from
the Sierra Health Foundation.

Goodies will be available to
fuel the walk.

For information, call
Cynthia at (530) 263-1776.

Join the mob for Valentine’s dinner
The Rotary Club of Nevada

County South will hold a dinner

dance fundraiser at 6 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 12, at Alta Sierra
Country Club.

The theme is Wise Guys and
Dolls, featuring a Roaring ’20s
speakeasy, complete with secret
passwords for entry and Rotarians
dressed as gangsters, molls and
swells from the period. Featured is
a complete dinner and dancing to
the tunes of Bobby G.

Tickets are $50 and are avail-
able at www.NCSRotary.org, or
call (530) 271-0995.

Proceeds will benefit local
youth by providing a wide range
of scholarships, as well as support
to schools and nonprofit organi-
zations.
Readers’ Corner is compiled by The Union
staff. To submit items, e-mail them to
readers@theunion.com, and put “RC” and
your topic in the subject line, or call
(530) 477-4230.

READERS’ CORNER PET OF THE WEEK

Susie is a 18-month-old Golden
Retriever/Chow Chow mix looking for a
home. Spayed and vaccinated, she
loves children and other dogs, and
plays Frisbee and fetch. 

Susie is available at Sammie’s
Friends Animal Shelter, (530) 471-5041.

For more pet adoptions, contact:
• Grass Valley Animal Shelter,

(530) 477-4630
• AnimalSave, (530) 271-7071 or

AnimalSave.org
• Chow Chow Rescue of the Sierra

Foothills, Mystery Mutts, (530) 432-2778,
(530) 432-2294 or ChowChowRescue.org

• NorCal Aussie Rescue Inc., (530)
268-1600 or NorCalAussieRescue.com.

• Scooters Pals, (530) 350-2099 or
ScootersPals.org

• Chows Plus, (530) 277-0476 or
ChowsPlus.org.     — The Union staff


